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An everiing of

By CYNTHIA ASHTON
Saturday night saw &n
unusually large gsthering

- of musiciens of the stage of

the Orpheum. The occzsion
was the North American
debut of the Oszka
Philharmonic, which
Kezuyoshi Akiyams
conducted in Japan, joining
forces with theYancouver
Symphony Orchestra for a
concert 1n the QM/FM
Great Composer Series.

Not surprisingly con:
ductor Akiyvame took
advantage of the op
portunity to present works
which require larger than
usual forces. The program
opened with the Overture
to Tannhauser by Richard
Wagner with its rousing
Pilgrims® Chorus and
Venusberg music. The two
orchestras combined af
fectively under Mazestro
Akivamz's baton to give
the work & moving per-
formance, especizlly the
magnificent finale.

The two orchestras then
seperated for the
remainder of the first half
to perform as individual
units. First the VSO played
Orchestral Suite by Lothar
Klein. Born in Germany in
1932 Klein is a modern
musician who, in this work,
succeeds in combining
some of the elements of
early music within =&
modern framework. The
use of & harpsichord during
the slow Prelude,
melodious strings in the
Madrigal and medieval
dance rhythms played on
bongo drums for Fantastic
Spirits produced a sort of
— . .

' Akiyarma floir -

synthesis of esarly &nd

"modern siyles which was
pleasing. The VSO rose to

this unusuzl combination
end made it effective.
It wes then the turn of

_ the Oszks Philhzrmonic to

show their paces, and this
they did in Oszka Fantasy
by Hiroshi Ohguri. The
work included some
Japanese insiruments,
including the chanchiki, a
percussion instrument. The
sounds and rhythms were
strange &t times (o
Western ears but
agreeable.

The musicians played
with a pyrotechnical
precision and it was ob
vious that Akivama was
enjoying himself as he
moved with the music with
quick incisive gestures. A
theme plaved by three
piccolos in drum rhythm
bzsed on the festival music
of the lion dance at Tkytama
Shrine, Oszka, brought the
work 1o its exciting con-
clusion.

The second half of the
concert brought the main
work of the evening, the
Symphonie Fantastique by
Hector Berlioz and for this
the two orchestras again
combined forces. The'stage
was literally full to bur-
sting point with musicians.

Under fzestro
Akiyama's baton the two
orchestras portrayed the
varying moods of these
movements and the roof-
raising finale received a
warm ovation and the
orchestra played Berlioz's
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“Marche Hongroise” as an/

encore.




